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The COVID-19 pandemic has brought challenges to the museum, but we are meeting 

them quite successfully. 

Thank you to Emily and Rhonda for creating a re-opening plan so we were prepared 

when the museum was allowed to have staff in the building again, and when we could 

welcome visitors once more. Their plan was so good  other museums have asked if 

they could copy it. Our plan could change as public health rules and recommendations 

change, but the health and safety of staff, volunteers and visitors will always be the 

prime concern. 

We’ve also had to change the way we’re doing our fundraising events. We adapted our 

summer Victorian teas to include a ‘Take Home a Tea for 2’, and the Ghost Walks with 

smaller groups. Our main fundraisers, Fire & Ice Gala, and Trivia Night will have a new 

approach this year. So will Honouring Our  Local Veterans in October.  As we are        

unable to host all events in person, we are going virtual. We’re also working on a plan 

for our Christmas Victorian teas. Stay tuned! 

I am pleased with how our regular staff,  Curator Emily Jolliffe, Administrative Assistant 

Rhonda Mitchell, weekend attendant Gerald Harding, and our summer staff stepped 

up to handle all the extra work that comes with the COVID restrictions. I’m grateful to 

the volunteers who serve on our committees, and our board members who have     

supported our staff as they figured out how we can still offer our different events and   

projects. 

This pandemic has forced many organizations to reconsider how they are operating, 

and to take a fresh look at what can work. The examples I’ve mentioned about our 

events is just part of the changes we are making. Communication is always important, 

so we have created a new website which will allow the museum to reach out more. 

Our Liberation Spring exhibit has a site of its own, so if you can’t get in to see it right 

now you can go online.  https://www.liberationspring75.com/                        

Thank you also to our museum members, for your continuing support of this national 

historic site. We’re a team at the Billy Bishop Museum. The current crisis has shown 

how well we work together. Let’s keep it going.  

Gloria Habart, Board Chair 

https://www.liberationspring75.com/


Flag Raising Ceremony in Memory of Cpl. Robert T. James Mitchell 

Billy Bishop Museum was proud to attend the annual flag raising ceremony held on 

July 1st, in memory of Corporal Mitchell, who was killed in action on 3 October 

2006, while serving his country in Afghanistan. 

As part of the ceremony, donations were made to three organizations: 

Royal Canadian Legion Beaver Valley Branch 281 - Thornbury  

Billy Bishop Museum  - Owen Sound  

Royal Canadian Legion (Ladies Auxiliary)  

The ceremony is held annually by the Canadian Veteran Freedom Riders at the 

park in Owen Sound named in memory of Cpl. Mitchell. 

Thank you to the CVFR for all you do and for the generous donation. 

 

Volunteer Retirement 

After 16 years, our dedicated  volunteer, Judy Ruhl had made the decision to        

retire.  She was involved with so many events, as well 

as front reception to welcome our visitors. We will  

truly miss having Judy’s warm welcoming  smile at the 

front door. 

Judy was a true mentor to other volunteers, who were 

always grateful for her knowledge and   

guidance. Thank you Judy for all that you did.  

We will miss you! 



Summer Staff 2020 

 



HONOURING OUR LOCAL VETERANS 

2019 HOLV Plaques Returned Ceremony  

Masks were worn and social distancing was in order during the return of the Honouring 

Our Local Veterans Plaques on Wednesday, August 26th. Given the ongoing conditions of 

COVID-19, the event had been rescheduled from an earlier date in June. Even though the 

skies threatened rain, friends, family and veterans gathered on the front lawn of Billy 

Bishop Museum for the ceremony.  A brief biography was read for this year’s honourees 

and MP Alex Ruff, MPP Bill Walker and Owen Sound Mayor Ian Boddy each offered a few 

words of congratulations. Sergeant Will Tyers of the 4th Canadian Division Training Centre 

was on hand to present the plaques to the veterans and their families. As always, we     

encourage veterans and their families to fill out a Veterans Survey and  return it to the  

Billy Bishop Museum.  

The list of past honourees and the Veterans Survey can be accessed at this link. 
https://www.owensound.ca/en/exploring/holv.aspx 

This year’s honourees included  

Warrant Officer Robert Barrie Jack,  

Master Warrant Officer  Steven Lehman,  

Corporal Thomas Richard Long,  

Sergeant Radoslaw (Roger) Weron,      

Master Corporal Edward Louis Johnston,  

Padre Walter Leslie Brown,  

Sergeant Walter Ramsey Crowe,  

Rifleman Ernest Nelson Gilbank,  

Major James Jamison Hall,  

Private Francis David Harrison,  

Sergeant Harry Allen Hopkins,  

Pilot Officer Bruce Edward Pinch.  

 

Dave Alexander, Chair Veterans Committee 

https://www.owensound.ca/en/exploring/holv.aspx


                                        



HONOURING OUR LOCAL VETERANS 

2020 HOLV CEREMONY 

As with almost everything, our plans for the 20th annual Honouring Our Local Veterans 

have had to change.  We are happy to say that we have a wonderfully diverse group of 

honourees for 2020 that span decades of service in Canada’s Armed Forces.              

Our list of honourees for 2020:  

Alice Bigger 

Holly Butticci 

Ashley Chamberlain 

Trish Cox 

Monique Dunford 

John Ferguson 

Nicholas Goody 

Trisha Jolliffe 

Chris Levy 

Ernie Nadjiwan 

Meaghan Richards 

Steve Rose 

Donald Young 

We will be holding a live online ceremony to help keep everyone safe and healthy this 

year, but that is no reason not to get together with your loved ones or bubble and enjoy 

celebrating these courageous veterans and their years of service.  The ceremony will be 

available to view on Rogers TV as well as live on Facebook and YouTube.  Keep an eye out 

for the viewing link on our website and social media.   

Speaking of, we have rebranded and launched a new website to make our collection,      

exhibits, events, and gift shop more accessible in these times of Covid-19.   

Please visit and explore our new site  https://www.billybishopmuseum.org/  

 

Emily Jolliffe, Curator 

https://www.billybishopmuseum.org/


NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FOR  

BILLY BISHOP HOME: MUSEUM, ARCHIVES AND NATIONAL HISTORIC  SITE 
 

In accordance with the Bylaws of this Corporation, the Annual General 

Meeting will be held at 5:00 pm on Wednesday September 9, 2020,  

at Bishop House, 948 3rd Avenue West, Owen Sound, ON.   

The purpose of this meeting is to transact any necessary business.  
 

The meeting will be held in the backyard. Please bring your own chair. 

Covid protocols are in place. A mask is required if distancing is not possible. 

NEW NAME, NEW LOGO, NEW LOOK and a NEW WEBSITE 
 

We have rebranded.  

Made it simple, and easier to find us online. 

 

    Billy Bishop Museum 

    www.billybishopmuseum.org 

 

 

We are still a National Historic Site, as this is the boyhood home of                      

First World War Flying Ace William Avery ‘Billy’ Bishop. 
 

Our new mission: 

Billy Bishop Museum is a non-profit organization committed to preserving local 

history, including the childhood home of Victoria Cross recipient William Avery 

‘Billy’ Bishop.  The Museum seeks to engage our community by connecting local 

stories to the Canadian war experience and broader currents of global history  


